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Arabic 301: Arabic V Syllabus

Credits: 8 credit hours
Contact Hours: 120
Program Location: Amman, Virtual

Course Description

This course follows ARAB 202 and marks a transition for learners between their mastery of strong
foundational skills to using language independently in a broader cultural context. At this stage of their
journey, learners are exposed with level-appropriate materials to a range of topics important for the
host country and the region, including contemporary social and cultural matters and a depth of cultural
and historical context for understanding them. This course adopts a skills-based approach in which
learners gain mastery of the language through the use of authentic materials taken from various
sources. Teaching techniques are student-centered, with the instructor as the facilitator, and the goal of
teaching to support learners’ independence in using the Arabic language. Encounters with Arab
professionals and visits to relevant institutions are integrated in the syllabus. Evaluation is based on
both achievement of syllabus materials and success in out-of-the-classroom tasks.

Learning outcomes for the course:
Knowledge

Skills

Recognition and correct production of complex structures and constructs through routine use
Greater acumen in oral comprehension, taking notes, and giving feedback

Elaboration in expression (description, opinion, comparison/contrast, etc.)

Marked vocabulary growth

Nuanced understanding of critical local and regional issues

Increased sophistication in appropriate contextual use of language

Familiarity with short stories, poetry, theatre, media, and other forms of cultural production

This course is designed to assist students in acquiring or enhancing the following skills:

Extracting main ideas and details from course materials and elaborating on them beyond the
scope of the works themselves

Bringing experiences had and encounters with materials outside of class into work with the
course materials

Engaging not just in the literal meanings embedded in literature, etc., but metaphors and
subtext

Writing lengthier essays on topics grounded in personal experiences as well as abstract concepts
such as social and political matters
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Attitudes
This course is designed to encourage development of the following attitudes:

e Eager consumption of Arabic language cultural “products”

e Beginnings of identification with the specific work of local and regional artists and
commentators on the basis of interest and cultural knowledge

e Appreciation and demonstration of discursive norms regarding a wide range of topics

e Desire to continue learning Arabic

Required Reading

1. Customized and Authentic Material appropriate for a course blending MSA and Jordanian
colloquial

2. Hans Wehr Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic edited by J.M. Cowan

3. Locally produced materials selected by program faculty

Assessment Overview

Description Weight Due Date
Attendance and engagement 20% Continuous
Assignments 20% Continuous

Final Project 10% Week 14

Quizzes 20% Every other week
Midterm Exam 15% TBD

Final Written Exam 15% TBD

Attendance and Engagement

Students are expected to attend all regularly scheduled classes and come prepared to participate fully in
class activities. Students are further expected to be on time for all classes. Arriving late for class is
disrespectful of both the instructor and fellow students.

Beyond being in class on time, expectations of student engagement that are accounted for in this
portion of the grade include both quality and quantity: full involvement in in-class exercises, class
discussions, active listening and asking questions, and proactively seeking additional help during office
hours if needed. Throughout the semester, there are a number and variety of program activities that
are mandatory for all students. They are announced in advance and reminders are sent. They have an
Arabic language component and are tied to activities in Arabic classes. Failure to attend mandatory
program activities therefore reflects negatively on students’ attendance and engagement grade.

Attendance Policy
Please see the terms of the attendance policy as noted in the LMS for this course.



Assessment Tasks —

Assignments

There will be regular, frequent written assignments due at the beginning of class on the day assigned by
the instructor. Assignments are considered both individually and cumulatively throughout the
semester, such that their quality and overall presentation are measured continuously for expected
improvement over time. Late homework assignments may be checked but will not be given any

credit. Students are encouraged to study and work on homework assignments together. Students
should follow up on any instructor's comments on the homework, and it is the students’ responsibility to
come to office to see the instructor when questions arise.

Quizzes

There will be a 30-minute quiz every other Week, unless otherwise noted by the instructor. Quizzes may
take any number of formats, from traditional assessments to production of social media, and may require
preparation and implementation outside of the Quiz meeting period.

Midterm

The midterm exam will cover all material studied from the beginning of the semester until the last class
before the Midterm. It will test reading, writing, and listening skills, and may include a project component
that is completed outside of class or exam time but is presented in class as a portion of the exam grade.

Final Written Exam

The final examination will cover material studied after the midterm. It will test reading, writing, and
listening skills.

Final project
The student is expected to submit a final project that reflects the outcome of their studies during the
semester.

The final project will consist of two parts: a written research paper and a classroom presentation. The
topic of the paper and number of words will be assigned by the instructor.

e Students will submit a draft of the paper per the course schedule.
e The instructors will highlight the mistakes and return them to the students for corrections.

The final paper should be submitted by the deadline indicated in the course schedule. Students will give a
classroom presentation for the topic of the final paper. The grade for the final project will cover both the
final paper and the classroom presentation.
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Reflection days:

Wednesday
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